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to conquer Assyiia. It was good for the Hittites to
keep their hands off the realm for the attempt would
have proved too costly against the tried valour of the
Assyrian soldiery. Babylonia had passed under the
tutelage of Assyria since Kurigalzu had been placed
on the throne of Babylon by his Assyrian grandfather.
The young prince had, however, developed great
power and was fast bringing distinction to his new
house. He had already warred with the Elamites,
captured their king, sacked the capital, Susa, and
brought great spoil back home. Slowly he endea-
voured to get out of control of the Assyrian monarchs
and at least was able to loosen their grip on him.
Adad-nirari, however, turned out an ambitious ruler
and asserted his right of suzerainty over Babylonia.
A pitched engagement followed and the old Babylonian
beat the Assyrian forces in the field and compelled his
cousin to respect his frontiers which he drew afresh.
After his death Adad-nirari attacked his successor to
retrieve his prestige but the old frontiers, any way,
were reaffirmed.
Adad-nirari was succeeded by a very energetic
son, Shalmaneser I. His ambition could not restrain
him to keep to the old frontiers and he resolved to
extend his domain. He ascended the Tigris right
up to its source and entered the valley of the Euphrates
compelling North Syrian and the adjacent territories
to pay tribute. Later he conquered Mitanni after
defeating the Hittite sub-king and slaughtering his
combined Hittite and Syrian forces 'like sheep.'
The Hittite monarch Khattusil at once opened
friendly relations with Assyria's Babylonian enemy
Kadashman-turgu and later compelled the Babylonian
officials to give the throne to his son Kadashman-
Enlil after the king's death. The death of Kadashman-
turgu can be dated to about 1284 B. c. which would
place the chronology of Shalmaneser I also within
the reach of understanding.